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voured to furniſh you with ſuch aids and 
leſſons as may be uſeful to you, not only 
in your firſt advances, but in your pro- 
greſs in che ways of religion. 


No PET of life, or proficiency in 
knowledge, can exclude the benefit, or 
ſuperſede the uſe, of Blementary Diſ- 


courſes, 'Truth 1s ſtrongeſt! in its prin- 
ciples, 


The two firſt Diſcourſes were partly: 
drawn up for the uſe of ſome pariſhion- 
ers, upon removal from them, I can- 
not ſuffer myſelf to imagine that you 
will ever want the few remarks at the 


concluſion of the Third Diſcourſe,” con- 
cerning the * of attending, and 


th 2 


1 
iche excuſes uſually made for abſence 
from the holy Communion. The ne- 
ceſſity for attending it, I truſt, you will 
collect from the account of its nature 
and benefits; and the excuſes, I heartily 
pray, and fully believe, you will never 
be diſpoſed to uſe. But as you may 
meet with many who defend their guilty 
_ negligence and breach of duty by thoſe 
pleas, it may prove a ſecurity to your- 
ſelf, and a benefit to them, to be able to 
expoſe the _ folly and danger 'of ſuch 
' evaſions. | 


The devotions ſubjoined, are gathered 
almoſt entirely from the Liturgy of our 
Church, and may be enlarged at your 
diſcretion. 


VIEW OF THE DOCTRINES 
oF 
CHRISTIANITY. 


A RIGHT knowledge of God's holy 
revelations, is the ground of all our ſer- 
vice. 


"LH the Word of God, delivered to 
us, we muſt learn the circumſtances of 
Man's eſtate, paſt, preſent, and future, 


Let us purſue this eſtimate ; it will 
unfold to us the ſeveral particulars of the 
Divine Will, and of our duty. 


B w. 
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We learn from Seripture, that Man 
was created upright, * in the image of 
« God ;” that he fell, through diſobe- 
dience; and was again recovered, by the 
meritorious death and paffion of Jeſus 
Chriſt. | 


In the firſt eſtate of Man, being per- 
fect in bis underſtanding, in bis will, and 
his affections, ro glorify his Creator muſt 
have been his chief exerciſe and delight. 


God alſo gave him a Commandment, 
which was to be the trial and witneſs of 
his obedience. He was enjoined not to 
eat of one tree in the Garden of Para- 
diſe. The breach of this commandment 
became highly ſinful, in proportion to 
the mild reſtraint which it impoſed. It 
was a ſignificant and eaſy teſt of duty, 
but involved an infinite value and i im- 
portance, and impoſed the ſtrongeſt obli- 
gation, by the will of God. Eternal 
life and happineſs n have been the 

portion 


13 1 
portion of man, if he had kept his obe- 
dience entire; for Miſery and Death en- 
tered by Sin. 


This was the firſt eſtate of Man, in 
which Adam was created, and from 
which he fell. 


By diſobedience Adam loſt the favour 
of God, and forfeited that uprightneſs 
wherein he was made; he became prone 
to evil, and ſubject to death; he wag 
condemned to a condition full of labour 
and ſorrow; and the race of man, de- 
ſcending from ſuch parents, inherited 
their corrupted nature, The children of 
Adam were begotten “ in his likeneſs, 
& after his image; they flow from 
a ſource, which, being evil itſelf, could 
ſend forth nothing pure. Accordingly, 
from the period of man's apoſtaſy, to the 
preſent hour, there hath been no one 
living, our Saviour Chriſt excepted, that 
can be juſtified before God, “ all having 

B 2 & finned, 
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L finned, and come ſhort of the glory 
* of God. Wil 


This by nature is our preſent eſtate 
to this condition we are born. But by 
grace, through Jeſus Chriſt, the preſent 
ſtate of man exhibits a far different 
aſpect. 


Man being fallen, and involved in 
all the miſeries of fin, it pleaſed God 
freely to make a covenant with him for 
life and ſalvation, and for a renewal i in 
holineſs, 


The covenant was made with Adam, 
by whom fin came, who received that 
glad aſſurance, that “ the ſeed of the 
„% woman ſhould bruife the ſerpent's 
cc head ;” or, in other words, that a Sa- 
viour, to be born of woman, ſhould 
deſtroy the power, ſtrength, and domi- 
nion of ann. 


Thie 


3 
This covenant was repeated to Abra« 
ham, to whom it was promiſed, that = in 
his ſeed all the nations of the earth 
. « ſhould be bleſſed,” | 


The ſame covenant was committed to 
the choſen people, the Twelve Tribes 
of Iſrael, the keepers of God's oracles : 
it was renewed and pointed out, from 
time to time, in many prophecies, deli- 
vered by men, who ſpake by the Holy 
Ghoſt: it was ſhadowed forth in that 
law which God gave to his people by the 
hand of Moſes. 


The law by Moſes conſiſted of three 
branches, It contained—A Moral Law, 
or rule of duty toward God and man: 
this law, being founded in the love of 
God, according to his glorious attri- 
butes and perfe& Will, which conſtitute 
the everlaſting ſtandard of all goodneſs, 
was to endure for ever—A Ceremonial - 
Law, which preſcribedthe outward forms 

B 3 of 
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of a worſhip partly temporary, and ſig- 
nificant of better things to come—And 
a Judicial or Political Law for civil mat- 
ters, much of which was defigned only 
for the Jewiſh people, and adapted to 
their circumſtances, 


Concerning this law by Moſes, we 
may here remark, that it was given to 
convince the world of fin; to exhibit 
evident proofs of the corruptions of 
thoſe who fell ſhort of the command- 
ments, to make manifeſt, or, as it is ex- 
preſſed, to render fin exceeding ſin- 
« ful,” by diſcovering its odious and 
depraved nature even in its firſt moſt ſe- 
cret motions and propenſities: it was 
calculated to fet apart and ſeparate a 
people to God from the 1dolatrous na- 
tions of the earth; it was added, be- 
cauſe of the prevailing tranſgreſſions of 
men, as a reſtraint upon them, and be- 
cauſe alſo of the hardneſs of their hearts, 
which made an heavy yoke and carnal 


ordi- 
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ordinances neceſſary and ſuitable. to 
them ; it was inſtituted to prepare men 
for the Goſpel; it was a ſhadow and 
repreſentation of that new covenant ; it 
was good and holy in itſelf, and was 
weak only through the fleſh, through 
the weakneſs of man's nature, which ma- 
nifeſted the neceſſity of a covenant of 
grace and repentance, and taught men 
to look forward to that promiſed coves 
nant—it was in every ſenſe a guide to 


Chrift. 


In the fulneſs of time, the Word 
& was made fleſh;” then was the comple- 
tion of the old law, and the covenant of 
life and ſalvation took place, Mercy 
and Redemption, which had been be- 
fore applied in ſecret meaſures, were 
now openly revealed. In whatever way- 
the covenant of ſalvation had been ex- 
tended in paſt ages, having been pledged 
to our firſt parents for the benefit of 
thoſe who embraced the promiſes afar * 

B 4 off, 
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off, ſtill the glorious manifeſtation and 
eſtabliſhed privileges of the Goſpel waited 
the fulfilling of the Scripture. | 


Accordingly, our bleſſed Lord, after 
his incarnation and nativity, fulfilled 
exactly all that the Prophets had fore- 
told. To him they pointed with one 
conſent; and in him were all the cireum- 
ſtances of their ſeveral predictions moſt 
ſignally accompliſhed. He fulfilled a 
perfect righteouſneſs; he performed a 
complete and meritorious obedience, 
| He publiſhed the glad tidings of ſalva- 
tion, confirming the truth of his divine 
doctrine and commiſſion by many mira- 
des; and executing an entire example 
of. all goodneſs, as a pattern to his Diſci- 
ples. He offered a full, perfect, and 
ſufficient ſacrifice, oblation, and ſatisfac- 

tion, for the ſins of the whole world. 


Chriſt then is the foundation of the 
new coyenant, All mercy and grace 
Keg * are 


5 

are derived unto us from him. In him 
all the promiſes of God are for ever ve- 
rified, for ever confirmed, He is the 
fole Mediator; being one in whom God 
condeſcendeth unto. man, and man is 
encouraged to aſcend unto God: ſo 
admirably are the two natures, the di- 
vine and the human, fitted for the me-: 
diatorial office in Chriſt Jeſus, Grace 
and Truth came by him. By him were 
Hfe and immortality brought to light ;-. 
neither is there ſalvation in any ether 3 
there being none other name given 


4 under Heaven whereby we muſt be | 
« ſaved. 


But with the law of Faith, revealed 
and ratified by Jeſus Chriſt, a promiſe: 
alſo was given, that this law ſhould be 
« put into the minds of men, and writ- 
e ten in their hearts;” and that they 
ſhould receive ſtrength to ſerve God in 
- righteouſneſs and holineſs ; or, in other 
words, 


L 10 J 
words, to fulfil the condition of Chriſ- 


To ratify and ſupply theſe promiſed 
-aids and ſuccours, the deſcent of the 
Holy Ghoſt, whom Chriſt promiſed, and 
whom the Father alſo ſent in his name, 
as the guide and comforter of the faith- 
- ful, followed in due time. This holy 
_ diſpenſation fulfilled the order, and com- 
pleted the meaſure of the evangelical 
Kingdom, eſtabliſhing all its privileges. 


The ſupplies of grace were given by 
the Holy Spirit to enlighten and con- 
firm, to prevent, excite, and further the 
- members of Chriſt's holy Catholic 
Church. The ſeal of theſe ſpiritual gifts 
and ſuccours is, firſt, the Sacrament of 
Baptiſm, adminiſtered in the name of the 
| Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
3 Ghoſt ; our acceſs to the Father being, 
| according to the Apoſtle, © through the 
<c $0n, and by the Holy Ghoſt:“ which 


ſhews 


iu | 
mews the merciful defign of God, in 
vouchſafing to us that revelation of the 
three Perſons in the Godhead, in as 
much as it appears that he did it, not 
-to add a burden to our faith, but to 
render our ſalvation perfect and effectual, 
by teaching us in what way it is ordered 
and accompliſhed. Accordingly, that 
neceſſary truth and doctrine is of ſuch 
import, that, without ſolemn mention of 
it, no man can be made a Chriſtian. Our 
dedication in Baptiſm, the form of which 
was preſcribed by Chriſt himſelf, in 
thoſe expreſs words“ Go and baptize 
<« all nations, in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy 
& Ghoſt” - bears, therefore, this clear 
teſtimony, and configns it to us, as that 
- confeſſion of faith which we muſt ever 
after maintain. 


To the ſeal of baptiſm they have a 
right, who are born of believing pa- 
rents; for the children of believers are 


not 
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not in a worſe ſtate than thoſe of the 
choſen people of old time, who were ad- 


mitted to circumciſion, and to the pri- 
vileges of God's covenant in infancy. 


At the ſetting of this ſeal, three privi- 
leges ae conveyed; they who receive 
it according to our Saviour's inſtitution, 
becoming members of Chriſt, children 
of God, and inheritors of the kingdom 
of Heaven. bn 


Theſe privileges are received by Faith, 
which is well calculated, by its nature 
and capacity, to accept that grace which is 
furniſhed to us freely. A faithful heart 
is the natural depoſitory of a gracious 
promiſe; and they only are qualified to 
receive a bleſſing, who believe its virtue. 
Every benefit of the new covenant is 
purchaſed for us by the Blood of Chriſt; 


no other price is or can be paid; they 


are, therefore, to be received by faith, 
which, as it offers nothing, but receives 
all things, is well fitted to expreſs our 
| indigent 


mJ 
-indigent ftate, and to be the mode of 
tenure under the Goſpel. But whatever 
'eminence or office faith has, either as 
receiving thoſe benefits which are be- 
ſtowed for Chrift's ſake, in which ſenſe 
it is the ground of our acceſs to the ſtate 
of grace; or as the ſpring of all our ſer- 
vice, in which reſpect it is the founda- 
tion of the Chriſtian graces; yet it does 
not avail by its own worth, any more 
than repentance and charity ; but ranks 
as a general condition of the Goſpel to- 
gether with them, working by them, 
being perfected by them, and depending 
together with them upon Chriſt's merits, 
which conſtitute the true and only va- 
luable cauſe of our redemption and ſal: 
vation. 


The ſolemn oath which is pledged at 
baptiſm, engaging us to repentance, 
faith, and obedience, ſets forth the ge- 

neral conditions of Chriſtianity, which, 
"wana time and opportunity are given, 
bind 


TT 
bind by a common obligation. We pro- 
miſe to forſake fin, to believe all the ar- 
ticles of Chriſtian faith, and to keep 
God's holy will and commandments. 
If we perform this yow, we ſhall con- 
tinue Chriſt's diſciples, and inherit his 
eternal kingdom. 


God hath appointed theſe terms of our 
probation, and declared that he will judge 
us accordingly, He has even ftrength- 
enced every moral tie, and demanded a 
more zealous ſervice under the Goſpel 
than he did under the law by nature, or 
by Moſes; becauſe the Goſpel brings to 
light new and peculiar motives for obe- 
dience. It 1s true, our beſt ſervice will 
be unprofitable, and imperfe& ; both 
its title to reward, and the excellency 
of the recompence, will therefore be en- 
tirely owing to the grace of G90, and 
the merits of Chriſt, | 


In 


1 1 
In order to a right performance of this 


our ſervice, we have for our direction 
the Creed, as the ſum of what we are to 
believe; the Ten Commandments, or mo- 
ral law, as it is explained and taught by 
Chriſt, as the ſum of what we are to do; 
and the Lord's Prayer, as the ſum of our 
neceſſary petitions in this courſe of 
trial. 


More eſpecially, in order to our perſe- 
verance in the flate of grace, and as a 
further means of taking upon ourfelyes 
the ſolemn ſtipulation made for us at 
baptiſm, we have the ſacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, which/ becomes a new 
ſeal of the promiſes before made over to 
us. | 


The holy Communion is the ſacra- 
ment, by which we have our increaſe 
and ſpiritual nouriſhment. Baptiſm be- 
gins the ſpiritual life; the holy Commu- 
nion carries it on and perfects it. Both 

5 ſacraments 
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ſacraments have outward ſigns. of ſecret - 


graces, which are conveyed and partici- 
pated by the faithful: of which benefits, 
deliverance from the guilt and penalties 


of ſin, and the renewal of the ſoul 10 ſpi- 
ritual ſtrength, are the mas "2 1 


We . Adbere the in privilege 5 


"bf ſincere repentance, Repentance is 


the great means of recovery after treſ- 
paſs, and after failure in the terms and 
duties of the Goſpel. God is not willing 
that any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould 
come to repentance, having ſent forth 
his miniſters to increaſe, and to reſtore 


{ * > arg S 92 
| This ens is the preſent ſtate which 
through Chriſt we have recovered ;—a 


ſtate of greater benefits than that in 


which Adam was firſt placed; the grace 
of God abounding more to procure, than 
the fin of Adam had done to deſtroy the 


happineſs of man. A ſtate of greater 
1 f benefits 


E 
benefits than that under the Law, which 
for wiſe ends continued the condition 
of a covenant of works, and contraſted 
chiefly for temporal bleflings, the hope 
of better things being but diſtantly re- 
vealed, and embraced afar off. | 


Such is our preſent eſtate under the 
Covenant of Grace, and Law of Faith. 


The laſt eftate of the Chriſtian will 
be accompliſhed in the inheritance of 
future glory, in the triumphs of immor- 
tality, and in everlaſting bliſs, 


Having touched briefly the neceſ- 
| fary points of knowledge, let us alſo 
keep in view the full meaſure and per- 
fect pattern of the Chriſtian character; 
remembering, that “ Chriſt came to 
e eſtabliſh an holy people upon carth, 
© who ſhould regard and depend upon 
«heaven only; who, diſtruſting all the 
« ſtrength and all the ſureties of this | 
| . „ world, | 4 
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ce world, ſhould be rich after another 


© manner, wiſe upon another pattern, 
cc after another manner noble, after ano- 
& ther manner ſtrong, after another 
manner happy; who, deſpiſing things 


« of common admiration, ſhould follow 


an eternal recompence; who ſhould 


be ignorant of malice or of envy, 
& walking always in ſimplicity of heart 
ce and ſingleneſs of fight ; who ſhould 


4 be ſtrangers to ſordid luſts, and evil 


&* habits, indifferent in the uſe of pre- 
« {ent things, to their utmoſt mortified 
e of their own accord, and meditating 
future benefits: who ſhould be unac- 
& quainted with ambition, as they who, 

the greater they are, ſo much the more 
& readily ſhould they ſubmit to all for 
& Chriſt's ſake ; who ſhould not know, 

«even when reviled, to revile again, 
much leſs to revenge a wrong, being 
& ſuch as muſt deſerve well of the unde- 


ſerving and injurious, ſubduing evil 
« with good; amongſt whom there 


&« ſhould 
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e ſhould be the fulleſt concord, ſuch 3s 
„ unites the members of one body, 
«© Chriſt being the head“. 


This is the ſcope and model ſet be- 
fore us by our Lord, and exhibited 
with full ſplendour in his own life. Let 
not the bright exellency of it, or the 
ſeemingdifficulties, diſhearten us. There 
are abundant aids for the fincere in 
every good endeavour, and much for- 
bearance in their judge and leader, ill 
they grow up to a fuller ſtature, 


In our progreſs let us not truſt to any 
evidence of our proficiency and growth 
in grace, which is not accompanied with 
the ſotid tokens of amend:d life. We 
may be well aſſured of our advances in 
the path of life, if we perceive that by 
juſt degrees we climb to better heights, 
and to a fairer proſpet ; we may be 
ſure of our improvement in mind and 
life, if we find ourſelves become daily 


C 2 leſs 
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leſs attached to preſent things, if we 
adhere. punctually to the regular diſ- 
charge of public worſhip and private 
devotion, encouraging the fruits of ho- 
lineſs, and overcoming this world by 
faith, which looks towards a better, 
We may be ſure of our conformity to 
the will of God, and to the precepts of 
-our Saviour, if we exerciſe towards all 
men the ſeryices of kindneſs, compaſh ion, 
and good. will; if we adhere to ſtri& 
integrity in our dealings with them, and 
forgive their treſpaſſes againſt us; if we 
fulfill the ſeveral duties which we owe 
toward thoſe of our own houſe, and thoſe 
who ſhare a common nature with us; 
if we commit our thoughts, words, and 
=, works, to God, through Jeſus Chrift. 


VIEW 


F I 

oF THE | 
CHIEF GRACES OF CHRISTIANITY, 
- AS DISPLAYED IN 


THE' LIFE OF CHRIST. 


In order to-exhibit ſome draught of 
the graces of Chriſtianity, we have only 
to trace the chief lines in the life and 
example of its great Author, the meck. 
and merciful Redeemer, cc the true 


q Light which lighteth every oge that 
cc cometh into che world. my 


It would be a vain endeavour to ſtrive 
to encloſe a pattern of ſo much excel- 
lence, ſo rich in all perfections, within 
narrow limits: the whole purpoſe there- 
fore of our preſent reflexions, can ex- 


C3 tend. 
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tend no further than to the ſelection of 


Yome points of moment, in order to 


frame an eſtimate of the ſeveral graces of 
the Chriſtian life. 


* 


In our r of Chriſt's per- 
Won, his humility is the firſt thing which 
attracts our notice. A mean and ſordid 


birtheplace, a fearful flight, and. the 


terror of a cruel perſecution, mark the 
earlieſt paſſages of our Redeemer's life, 
and ignominy and the Croſs conclude it. 


Humility is conſpicuous in the os 
advent and appearance of Chriſt : 
humility unſpeakable and infinite, py 
we compare it with his divine excellence, 


and call to mind that he who, © being in 


te the form of God, thought it not rob- 
é bery to be equal with God,” conde- 
ſcended to take upon him * the form of 
« a ſervant.” T“ | 


_ Accord» 
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According to this humiliation of our 
Lord, he inculcated upon many occa- 
ſions the duties of humility with peculiar 
energy: HBleſſed, ſaid he, are the poor 
ce in ſpirit ; bleſſed are the meek. and 
he directed his diſciples to be the ſer- 
vants one of another, in bretherly love 
and condeſcendon, even as the Son of 
Man, by whick name Chriſt called him- 
ſelf when he would expreſs his own 
humiliation, „came not to be miniſ- 
& tered unto, but to miniſter,” 

- Humility leads to Faith. Pride ſcorns 
to be inſtructed; and Faith cometh by 
* Bearing. 


Of that Faith which, according to its 
ſimpleſt form and definition, ſigniſies 
belief in Chriſt, the foundation of every 
other exerciſe and expreſſion of Chriſtian 
faith, we cannot produce a pattern from 
the life of him who was the Object of 
it, nat the Example: but of many pro- 
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perties and acts of faith,” Chriſt was an 
eminent nn 1 | 


The charadtor which the Saeed gives 


of the faith of Moſes is, that he refuſe 


to be called the ſon of Pharoah's 
ec daughter; eſteeming the reproach of 
& Chrift greater riches than the treafures. 
« of Egypt, for he had refpe& unto the 
c recompence of reward: and he gives 


the ſame character immediately after 


of the faith of Chriſt, declaring © that 
« for the joy that was ſet before him, 
che endured the croſs, N the 
« ſhame,” 


Of faith the Apoſtle witneſſes that 
ce jt overcometh the world.” Of himſelf 
Chriſt witneſſes, „I have overcome the 
c world.” Chriſt exhibited the charac- 
teriſtic property of faith, by triumphing 
over things preſent; in the expectation 
and aſſurance of things to come. As 
Moſes was faithful over his houſe, much 

* 5 more 


- 


[ 25 J | 
more ſo: was Chriſt, As Abraham 
_ truſted in God for deliverance; fo did 
| Chriſt, Theſe are genuine characters 

df a ir faith, 


Repentiivce is the Mpende com- 
rade of Faith, We know well that 
Chriſt, though © he was tempted like 
as we are,” needed no repentance ;—- 
yet he ſhowed abundant forrow for- 
the fins of others, lamenting them 
very frequently with tears and groans,, 
teaching us with what bitterneſs ſin 
is to be lamented, Chriſt fent his. 
herald and fore- runner as a lively image 
of repentance; and he began his own 
miniſtry with that ſolemn. warning, 
4“ The kingdom of heaven is at hand; 
„ repent ye, and believe the Goſpel.” 
He alſo taught and revealed the excel - 
lent privileges of repentance in many 
inſtances. He declared them very fully 
in the ſtory of the Prodigal's return 
and reconciliation, He ſet forth the 
motives. 
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motives to repentance in the ſeveral cir= 
cumſtances of his painful life; every 
ſuffering which he endured, and every 
Hardſhip which he underwent, becoming 
ſtrong inducements to repentance, becauſe 
they were ſuffered for our treſpaſſes, and 
ſhould remind us very powerfully of the 
guilt of our tranſgrefſions. 

From the fundamental and prime gra- 
ces of the Chriſtian life, we-paſs. to choſe 
of more mature growth. N 


Among ink, 8 . our no- 
tice. 


Our Lord, who was ever unmoved in 
all calamities, who, when * was re- 
& viled, reviled not again,” furniſhes 

the brighteſt example to us for enduring 
the viciſſitudes of trial or misfortune, 
and for ſupporting the aſſaults of malice 
or adverſity. In conformity to this part 
af our Lord's liſe, one large proportion 
of 


7 


t 1 ] 


of the Chriſtian ſcheme of virtue is o0c- 


| cupied i in paſſi ve ed 


A main part of the habit of Patience 
conſiſts in a quiet reſignation to all ſtates 
and circumſtances of life, and in a ſub- 
miſſion of the whole will to the will of 


God, 


A ſettled and unſhaken attendance 
upon the diſpenſations of Providence 
is the chief exerciſe of Patience, In 
his many ſufferings Chriſt became the 
pattern of true patience to his followers, 
Revilings, ſcoffs, and injuries, were the 
returns, which he received for his un- 


wearied love, He ſuffered hunger and 


ſorrow, reſiſtance and reproaches, ſcorn, 


deriſion, and a painful death. If his diſci- 


ples, therefore, ſhall at any time be called 
to a ſtate of ſuffering, the ſenſe of their con- 


formity to their Lord, will become a ſo— 


lid ground of Patience. There muſt be a 
PEO in every Chriſtian to ſuffer 
1 
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gs 
all things willingly, remembering that 
the promiſes of the Goſpel are tranſ- 
mitted to us through the ſufferings of 
Chriſt, - When the aids of worldly Pru- 


| dence would in vain' oppoſe themſelves 


to the ils of life, Patience muſt fill her 


lamp, and trim it with attentive care, 
and wait with ſilence at the door, till 


the bridegroom ſhall come we, and 
the houſe of ) joy be opened. 


In cloſe ces with 3 of 
Patience, n that of Contentment. 


Chriſt was s exemplary i for © contented- 
neſs in all Rates.  - 


An EY mode rate, and contented 
mind in all conditions, becomes the 


ſureſt demonſtration of the Chriſtian 
temper : it furniſhes a certain token 


that the deſires and affections are lifted 


to thoſe ſcenes where all is quiet, and 


_ the heart: is withdrawn as much as 


142 Je 


E 
poſſible from the turbulence and tumuſt 
of W world. 112 


What inward anicfaftion Which Heu- 


_ *ciles us to all things, which does net 


ſuffer a deſire of change to diſcompoſe 
us, or to hinder any exerciſe of duty, is 
moeſt neceſſary and moſt. conducive to 
the practice of religion, True Reli- 
gion, like the Temple it frequents, muſt 
have a firm foundation; it cannot reſt 
upon the farid, or e the face 1 
troubled waters. | 1 


The quiet fruition of worldly things 
is the ground of worldly Contentment; 
but ſuch contentment cannot continue 
long, the enjoyment which the preſent 
ſcene affords being ſubject to ſo many in- 
terruptions and abatements: but the Con- 
tentment of the Chriſtian is 9 
upon 1 


Hope 


3 9189991 

- Hope is a main Grace of Chriſtiani- 
ty: here alſo our great Example will 

not fail us. Chriſt, © for the joy chat 
was ſet before him, endured the croſs.“ 

| He who was the Hope of all the ends of 
the earth, exhibited in his own perſon 
the livelieſt evidence of Hope, He ex- 
ulted and rejoiced in ſpirit: he exhorted 

his diſciples to be of good cheer, fitice 
they would have great reward in Heaven. 


Hope accompanies the Chriſtian 
through his courſe, meets him upon the 
wings of the morning, makes the day 
ſhine out with double ſplendour, and 
does not leave the night to darkneſs. 


. Hope, as it fixes its regard entirely 
upon things future, naturally encourages 
a contempt for preſent things. 


A contempt for this world ranks as a 
diſtinguiſhed Grace of Chriſtianity ; nor 
does it want an eminent pattern in our 
Lord's life, Chriſt did not, either in his 


Owen 


1 


on conduct, or by his precepts, encou- 
rage a ſcorn of thoſe beautiful and fit 


objects of regard and pleaſure, of which 
the Almighty would not wholly bereave 
the world when he brought ſome meaſure 
of barrenneſs upon it, impoſing ſuffer- 

ing and labour as the puniſhment for 
fin; neither did he encourage a ſcorn 


or diſlike of Society, in which God has 


interwoven ſo many ties to exerciſe 


the heart, and to multiply its graces. 
Much leſs did he place pre-eminence in a 


ſtate of ſelf-inflicted and "YGantary 
ſuffering, 


A contempt of the world, accord- 
ing to the rule of religion, is no- 


thing more than a true eſtimate of pre- 


ſent things by the light of revelation, 
and conſiſts in a low eſteem ſor them, 
ſince in their own nature they are tran- 


fitory and imperfect. This ſenſe of the 


inſufficiency and meanneſs of things, 


_ preſent, ariſes from compariſon, and is 


the 


[2] 
the ſure reſult of .a right apprehenſion. 
of the, glories of that ſcene where happi- 
neſs is both complete and everlaſting. \ 
Accordingly, our Lord declared, I am 
© not of this world,” He ſaid the ſame 
-of his diſciples, that neither were they 
of this world, nor ſhould confider it as 
their.own place, He enjoined them not 
to ſet their hearts upon things below, 
but © to ſeck firſt the kingdom of God, 
* and his righteouſneſs;“ if other things 
were added to them, not to cleave to 
"them with any undue intereſt or affec- _ 
tion, but to make them ſubſer vient to 
the ends and uſes of religion. 


We come now to that conſummate 
grace of Chriſtianity, Charity ; by which 
life is adorned, and hallowed to the ſer- 
vice and glory of God. : 

The love of Chriſt toward : mankind 
in what he undertook and fuſtamed for 
their ſake, is a theme ſo vaſt, that it 

might 


11 
might well engroſs our whole thoughts: 
it refuſes to ne one AREA note 
| of ——— f > 24 r 


The Apoſtle FROM . out tht 
leading character of that Love, declaring, 
that it was manifeſted toward enemies; 
toward the. rebellious and the ſinful. 
Accordingly, the love which we. owe to 
mankind being now proportioned to the 
example of Chriſt, extends to enemies. 
Chriſt calls the meaſure of his love * a 
« new Commandment,” becauſe he taught 
men to regard the kindneſs and univerſal 
benevolence of God, as the ſtandard of 
Charity. He taught men alſo to adopt 
a new meaſure of love; from their com- 
mutiion and} 8 Ae in e 0 


Chat iiftrafted/ men to wave e chax 
manner of redreſs in this world which 
has no good conſequences, which perpe- 
tuates warfare, which induces men to 


imitate the conduct of the injurious, 
a | D ; and 
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abeh ie bertel weapons: from them. Tlie 


{26 Fecher hath. ſhown that there is 
no meanneſs in committing our cauſe to 
God, who demands this at our hands, by 
claiming vengeance to himfelf, or in re- 
ferring it to thoſe who bear the ſword in 


His behalf. It may {bem difficult to ſap 
preſs reſentnient upon injury ſuſtained, 


it may ſeem more difficult to love ſuch 
enemies; but what we find ourſelves un- 
willing to do from the bias of vicious 
inclination, muſt be accompliſhed from 


ſuperior motives; from the love of God, 
* _ n of 4 imitnting him. 


ety deus a moment upon this 
Sen meafüre of, our Lord's Love, let us 
conſider further, that, after he aſſumed 
the form of a Servant, his own love aſ- 
famed a new character. Compaſſion be- 
eame proper to him as the Son of Man, 
and as Partaker in the forrows of a ſuf- 
feritg body. He who had a ſenſe of our 


1 was partner of our griefs, 
could 


[3] 
out ald not but be tauched with every va- 
riety of human exigency or calamity. 
He who Was u made man, and ſuffered ſo 
much i in the world, who was rejedted, 
perſecuted, and deſpiſed, has a true ſenſe 


of the diſtreſſes which befal men, and a a 


plenteous fond « of compaſſion laid up for 


| them ; for which cauſe the A; oftle fach 


„We have not an High Prie chat can 
« not be touched with a feeling of our 
<6 infirmities.” In che ſtrongeſt terms 
therefore does our Lord enforce the duty 
of compaſſion upon all, and admonifh 
us to turn our private ſufferings into 2 
Back o of 'pity toward t thoſe of others, | 3870 
KR it was not pen only 
which . in our Saviour: he 
ad alſo in good-witt and bene- 
yolence ; he ſought diligently for All, 
oppartugities of exerciſing. charity and, 
mercy : he went about doin good, 
making it his conſtant occupation and 
chief 1 y to promote the, welfare of 
D 2 0 others. 
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| others. Tk active ſpirit of doing good 


appears to conſtitute the moſt perfect ha- 
bit of charity: : it does not only forgive 
the injurious, or embrace the occaſions 
which offer, and ſolicit aid and pity ; but 
it ſeeks and multiplies the means of 1 
ving ſuccour, or conferfing benefits; 1 

conſiders for the good of others, bare 
their wants become manifeſt or impor- 


| tunate ; it bears the caſe of the neceſſi- 
tous in mind, before the circumſtances 


1 it come in ſight. 


we have now traced, though briefly 
and imperfectly, the chief graces which 


appeared in the bright example of our 


Redeemer, and which he ſet out for us 
to copy after. But there are others 
which concur to the increaſe of theſe, and 
which rank more properly as means of 
grace, and inſtruments of ien im- 
Provement. 


Sw * 


Among 


1 


Among the moſt effeual of theſe 
means appears the ſeaſonable uſe of ſelf- 
denial, both as it ſhouldin ſome degree be- 
come habitual, and as peculiar mèaſures of 
it are from time to time expedient, Our 
bleſſed Lord, though he knew no ſin, but 
was innocent and pure, has notwithſtand- 
ing ſet forth a full example of timely 
diſcipline, encountering his firſt tempta- 
tion with a long retirement and ſeyere 
abſtinence, 


Self-denial becomes neceſſary, be- 
cauſe © the fleſh is weak,” becauſe that 
undue tendency to preſent things which 
prevails in all the children of Adam, 
renders it neceſſary by prudent methods 
to oppoſe their influence. Theſe are 
among the chief ends of ſelf-denial, for 
which good purpoſes, as well as for thoſe 
of Penitence, the Church appoiats the 
ſeaſons of abſtinence and humiliation, | 


D3 The 
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The uſe of Prayer ranks alſo athorig 
the moſt effectual means of grace. 


* is an univerſal medicine t the 


—4 Soul, ſubje& to no impediment but what 


idleneſs or folly, or too much anxiety 
for worldly affairs, ſhall interpoſe. 


js the life of pur Redeemer we have a 
full example of continual prayer. On 
the Mount, in the Garden, before his 
apprehenſion, and upon the Croſs, prayer 
breathed from his lips, and was the in- 
cenſe and aſcending ſmoke of that ſacri- 
fee. He points out to us in what hu- 
mility our prayers ſhould be conceived, 
by the words which he puts into the 
mouth of the Publican in the parable, 
contraſted with thole of the proud Pha- 
riſee, who juſtificd himſelf before God. 

e teaches us to pray with feryency, in 
the parable of the Widow, who, by re- 
peared prayer, obtained redreſs from an. 
unjuſt Judge. He teaches us to pray 

with 


[@ 7 
with importunity, in his commendation 
of the woman of Canaan. He teaches 
us to pray with zeal aydinwardferyency, 
in his reproof of tho hypocriſies and lang 
prayers of the Phariſees. But above all, 
he hath given to us an exact model for 
our prayer, in that excellent form of 
words Which he .diitated for our daily 
uſe, and conſtant recollegion, which wwe 
| ſhould have ever in our mouths, and an 
our hearts, with which our public aſſem- 
blies ſhould reſound, and with which 
our cloſets ſhould ibe e | 


Our Lord, as he prayed 3 
ſo did he obſerve the Temple qworſhip. 
regardiag conſtantly the . gele- 
bration of nn 

What he who. . 

fulfill the Law, intended concerning the 
Sabbath, by which the dedication of one 
day in ſeven to religious ofſices, and an. 
*Koly reſt, was appointed: ſrcom the begin- 
D 4 | ning 


1 

ning; we may learn from the conduct of 
his Apoſtles, who kept with peculiar ob- 
- ſervation the day of his Reſurrection, 
- which is now become in a fignal ſenſe the 
- Chriftian Sabbath. They made it, ac- 
- cording to their Lord's example, a day 
of public aſſembly for religious duties, 

a day of doing good, of giving alms, of 

viſtting the ſick, and of performing r 

office of religion and charity. 


Of the other feſtivals, as well as days 
of public mourning and humiliatioa 
which the Church has hallowed to us, 
ſuffice it to remark, that they regard the 
chief points of our redemption; they 
| illuſtrate from time to time, and from 
ſeaſon to ſeaſon, the different paſſages 
4 of that holy life of our Saviour, which 
we now contemplate, and which fhould 
at all times engage our beſt attention. 


As we addreſs God by prayer, ſo muſt 
| we addreſs him by thankſgiving. This 


alſo 
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alſo is one chief means of procuring the 
- increaſe of grace. The hand of bounty 
will be enlarged toward thoſe who ren- 
der grateful acknowledgments for what 
has been received, There are frequent 
teſtimonies of a grateful Spirit in the 
example of our, Lord, He gave thanks 
to his. heavenly Father for the ſucceſs 
of his. miniſtry ; he gave thanks when 
he brake bread; he taught his Diſci- 
ples to be thankful in all things. The 
holy Sacrament which he ordained 1s in 
a fignal ſenſe a ſacrifice of thankſgiving. 
So great aſhare hath this grateful temper 
in the character of the Chriſtian, that 
the holy Apoſtle declares 1t to be the 
very end of their vocation, that © they 
„ ſhould ſhow forth the praiſes of him 
ce who hath called them out of darkneſs 
te into his marvellous light.” 


It remains only to add, that in our 
Lord's example we have a perfect pat- 
tern of obedience to every rightful or- 

dina nce 


maniſeſted at all times the moſt reſpecttul 


L 
Anance of God, or Man, by which vir- 
tue or good order is to be promoted. He 
"taught us due obedience to ſuperiors. 
With regard to ſpiritual faperiors, he 
dad none: he was himſelf the High 

Prieſt of the New Covenant. But he 


regard to the prieſthood of Aaron ſo long 
as it was to endure, fulfilling all the 
\ righteouſneſs of the law in that, as in 
other reſpects. He came indeed to eſta- 
bliſh in himſelf a perpetual prieſthood, 
after the order of Melchizedec, and he 
committed to his Apoſtles and firſt Mi- 
niſters the keys of his kingdom, the 


charge of government, and the paſto- 


ral commiſſion; that there might not be 
; wanting to all times a due fuccefſion of 
men, authoriſed and conſtituted accord- 
ing to their ſeveral orders, as we ſind 
them in all ages id the Church, as the 


Rulers of his houſebold, and the diſpen- 


ſers of his holy Word and Saeraments; 
Q e ard of the Church might 


continue 


3 1 3 J | 
cotitinue in unity of ſpirit, and in uni- 
formity of bod, N and 
worfhip. | 


| Thrift manifeſted a tte care to 
eſtabliſh order, peace, and unity in that 
Society to which he invited all men, 
| He began ſoon to give commiſſion to the 
| Twelve and to the Seventy ; and among 
the Taft words which he ſpake after his 
Teſurre&ion, and before his aſcenſion, 
were his declarations concerning che 
eſtabliſhment of that miniſtry in his 
Church which was to deſcend to all ages. 
Accordingly, we find that, from the ear- 
leſt periods of Chriſtianity, an exatt 
obedience to this ſalutary rule Was every 
Where enjoined, and the ſpirit of conten- 
tion and diviſion as conſtantly con- 
demned. The pious Chriſtian will re- 
member that this duty attaches the firſt 
claim upon bis mind, and he will fear 
to Violate it upon flight pretenſions. 


But 


[ 4 J 


But we owe alſo-the duties of ſubmiſ⸗- 
miſſion to the civil Ruler, and upon the 
ſame pattern. In our Lord's example 
we have a perfect pattern of obedience 
to thoſe who rule by Providence, to.curb 


the evil-doer, and for the praiſe of them 


that do well. Without this dutiful ſub- 


miſſion, ſanctioned by the bond of reli- 
gion and the ties. of conſcience, the 


whole harmony of ſociety would periſh. 
At his birth Chriſt .was brought to be 
taxed, He ſhowed how fully he allowed 
and eftabliſhed obedience to ſuperiors, - 


by rendering them their due, though it 
coſt him in one inſtance a miracle to 


procure the tribute money. He marked 


this branch of duty with a clear and 


ſolemn precept, Render -unto Cæſar 


« the things that are Cæſar's.“ 


Thus have we traced ſome parts of that 


bright and excellent example which was 
the ſum of goodneſs, the perfect model 


of all virtue, grace, and holineſs, 5 


By 


1 


By inceſſantly revolving the life of our 
Redeemer, our Faith ſhould be con- 
firmed ; by a confideration of his merits, 
our hope ſhould be eſtabliſhed ; by the 
recollection of his promiſes, our hearts 
ſhould be lifted above the vain ſolici- 
tude of this world, and our defires di- 
_reQted to their beſt and nobleſt end. 


— "= 


— v— 
—̃ — A—¶ů¶ Dorn eo 
- — — — ” 


— . 


III 8 


| 
- * * ' 
, = 


1 40 bes 
54: C-Q-4--NT 


oF THE 4 
NATURE any DESIGN 
| Moy r THE 


SACRAMENTS. 


Taz 8 which Chrift hath 
inſtituted in his Church, are two in num- 
ber. Other rites and ceremonies obtain 
the name of Sacraments in the Romiſh 
Church; but they have not the nature 
and characters which are proper to Bap- 
tim, and the Lord's Supper, becauſe 
theſe only were ordained by Chriſt him- 
ſolf, are generally neceſſary to falyation, 
and exhibit the figns, and convey the 
bleſhags, of e, VB 
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. 
Of che two evangelical Sacraments, 
the firſt, or Sacrament of Baptiſm, is ap- 
pointed for our reception into the ftate 
of grace, and kingdom of Chriſt: by it 
we are regenerated; and having been by 
nature born in fin, we are, through the 
will of God, born again of Water and of- 
the Spirit, We are thus admitted to be 
partakers of the New Covenant, we are 
entered into the family of Chriſt, even 
his Church, and inveſted with all the 
privileges of that houſehold: we become 
members of Chriſt, by being engrafted 
into that body, of which he is the head, 
children of God by adoption i in his Son, 
and heirs of 1 life we _— ſame 
title, eee e 1 112 oy 2 


The cond abe! 18 beten 
for our ſpiritual growth and increaſe: by 
it we are nouriſhed and ſuſtained, -aſ- 
Tured of the favour of our heavenly Fa- 
ther, and ſtrengthened and ſet forward 
An our courſe of ſexvice. 


We 


: [49 3 
Me perceive then how neceſſary both 
| theſe ordinances are to our ſpiritual wel- 
fare, even as neceſſary as the firſt breath 
of life, and the ſubſequent ſupport of. 
food and nouriſhment are to the body. 
For, as the bodily life of the ehild, firſt 
manifeſted, will periſh without ſapplics 
of food, ſo will the ſpiritual life, firſt 
quickened by Baptiſm, require, to its pre- 
ſervation and increaſe, the timely ſuſte- 
nance provided i in the Lord's Supper. 


The former Covenant of God had two 
ſimilar ordinances, appointed for ſimilar 
ends Circumciſion, and the Paſſover: 
by the firſt of which the children of the 
choſen people were admitted into cove- 
nant with the God of Iſrael; and by the 
latter, they were taught to celebrate his; 
mercies, and to commemorate that deli- 
verance out of Egypt, which he wrought. 
for them by Moſes. | | 


E The 


Lol 
Tue divine Author of our ſalvation 
has not burdened us with many ceremo- : 
mes; he declared, that “ his yoke was 
< eaſy, and his burden light.” In the 
room, therefore, of all the types and 
figures, the ſacrifices and injunctions of 
the Jewiſh law, which were but images 
and ſhadows of good things to come, 
Chriſt has appointed his ſolemn Sacra- 
ments, and doubtleſs he who has or- 
dained theſe holy inftitutions, and left 
them in his Church as conſtant memo- 
rials of his love and ſufferings, and as 
perpetual inftruments of his grace, will 
diſtinguiſh the ſeaſons of their celebra- 
tion with peculiar gifts and bleſſings. 


\ Theſe then are the times which God 
Hath choſen for conveying the treaſures 
of his grace to us, and they are the ſpe- 
-.cial opportunities for our receiving and 
participating ſuch Ns ona of his 
your, 


The 


1 


ö The qualifications ER: on our 
parts ate contained, firſt, in the baptiſ- 
mal yow, which includes a promiſe of 
forſaking ſin of believing all the articles 
of Chriſtian faith and of walking by the 
Tule of God's will and commandmeats. 
This promiſe ſeems to have compoſed 
| the ſubſtance of the ſtipulation made by 
the firſt converts to Chriſtianity, which 
the Apoſtle calls“ The anſwer, or en- 
&« gagement, of a good conſcience,” de- 
claring it to be a requiſite in baptiſm, | 


In full agreement to theſe qualifica- 
tions require! at baptiſm, appear the 
terms exacted at the Lord's Supper. 
They only who repent them truly of 
their fins, are in charity with all men, 
and intend to lead an holy life, are in- 
vited to draw near—with faith. In which 
invitation the baptiſmal vow 1s echoed, 
and the general conditions of the Goſpel 
are declared to be uniform and con- 
ſiſtent. 


E 2 


1 


1 


Let us now confider the two Sacra- 


ments jointly/ in their chief character, 


which is that of exhibitipg outward to- 
kens of ſpiritual grace, and of affuring 
the "conveyance of that grace to us: ſo 
that, if we perform our parts, God will 
not fail to fulfil his. 
Baptiſm repreſents to us forgiveneſs 
of fins, of which all men ſtand in need, 


and which they were unable to procure 


for themſelves without an atonement and 
an interceſſion made for them by a ſuffi- 
cient Saviour, Baptiſm repreſents alſo 
the holineſs in mind and ſpirit, from 


; which man had fallen, and of which, ac- 


cording to his preſent nature and debility, 
he would remain for ever deſtitute with- 
out a new and ſpiritual birth. 

The graces of pardon and holineſs are 
repreſented by the water, which ſerves 
to waſh and cleanſe, We learn clearly 
that Baptiſm was ordained to waſh from 


kn, 
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fin, or, in other words, to convey for- 
giveneſs of fins, and alſo to ſanctify and 
renew the ſoul in holineſs, from what is 
ſaid by the Apoſtle, who ſpeaks of it as 
being adminiſtered “ for the remiſſion of 
« fins,” and calls it expreſsly “ the 
&« laver of regeneration,” 


The Lord's Supper repreſents. to us 
the death and paſſion of Chriſt, and con- 

ſers the benefits reſulting therefrom— 
remiſhoa of fins, and ſpiritual ſtrength: 
which laſt meaſure of divine grace, in 

- whatever degree the child at baptiſm may 
be capable of it, is increaſed without 
doubt more. abundaatly at this ſeaſon, 
when the will and purpoſe of the heart 
are ſubmitted in all ſincerity to God. 


We may here remark, that the hene- 
fits which attend upon both Sacraments, 
and which are repreſented in them, are 
. ſpoken of diſtinctly by St. John, who 
declares, that Chriſt came not by blood 
E 3 “ alone, 
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e alone, but by water and blood.” Ac- 
eordingly, our bleſſed Saviour, who ſhed 
both blood and water from his fide when 
he hung upon the Croſs, having pro- 
vided pardon by his blood, and ſanRtifica- 
tion through the Holy Spirit, ſor whoſe 
coming he made way, propoſes both be- 
nefits to the world, and by his Sacra- 
ments aſſures us, that he will cleanſe us. 
from fin, as certainly as we ſee and ate 
baptized in water, which is the ordinary 
means of cleanfing, and that he will feed 
and nouriſh us with the conſtant ſupply 
of thoſe graces which are the fruits of 


his meritorious Paſſion, as really as he 


gives, and we receive, the elements of 
bread and wine, which are the uſual 
means for ſuſtaining bodily ſtrength. 


The graces which are thus repreſented 
and conveyed, are received by Faith. It 
is one<ſpecial property and character of 
Faith to be capable of receiving that 

; which 


| 1 
which is given on the ſcore of grace, and 
for the merits of a righteous Saviour. 


Having treated thus far in general of the 
two Sacraments ordained by Chriſt in his 
Church, we may now turn our attention 
more particularly to the Lord's Supper. 


We may conſider it under its ſeveral 


titles, ſince they will lead us to its nature 
and its properties. | 


It is called the Lord's Supper - from 


the time in which it was originally in- 


ſtituted; being firſt celebrated in the 
evening when Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
were aſſembled to keep the Paſchal Feaſt. 


Since this ordinance was not only in- 
ſtituted at the time on which the jewiſh 
Paſſover was held, but was in ſome mea- 


ſure taken from it, we may here conſider 


how it correſponds with the deſign of that 
E 4 inſtitu- 
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1 
inſtitution, and ſtill reſembles it in many 
particulars, 


When God was about to deliver the 

children of Iſrael from Egypt, and had de- 

termined, in order to compel Pharaoh to 

diſmiſs them, to ſlay the firſt- born of the 
Egyptians, he gave commandment to 
Moſes, that in the evening, in every houſe, 
a Lamb ſhould be ſlain without blemiſh, 
and that the blood of it ſhould be ſtricken 
upon the poſts of their houſes, that it 
might be a token to the deſtroying An- 
gel to pals over that houſe, and ſpare the 
firſt-born of the tribe of Iſrael. Af- 
ter the blood was ſtricken, the lamb was 
to be eaten with unleavened bread, which 
is heavy and diſtaſteful, and with bitter 
herbs; both of them in memory of the 
hard bondage which they had endured 
in Egypt. This was enjoined to be re- 
peated, as a perpetual memorial, from 

- Year to year. 


In 
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In this account of the Paſſover, we 
diſcover a plain type and figure of Chriſt, 
and of the delivery from the ſlavery and 
bondage of fin, which he wrought for 
mankind by his own blood. Thus, in 
alluſion to the Paſſover, Chriſt is called 
by St. John, © The Lamb of God ? 
and we are ſaid hy St. Peter, to be “ re- 
« deemed by the precious blood of 
« Chriſt, as a Lamb without blemiſh, 
4 and without ſpot.” St. Paul alſo calls 

him in plain terms, Our Paſſover,” 


The Lord's Supper anſwers to the 
Paſſover as a memorial of our deliver- 
ance; but it is a memorial of far greater 
benefits: it is a memorial of our deli- 
verance from ſin and death, by Chriſt's 
body broken and blood ſhed ; and to 
this main end of the inſtitution, the words 
of our Redeemer point in the fulleſt 
manner, This do in remembrance of 
% me.“ As a memorial, it is alfo ac- 
tompanicd with tokens and with pledges 
Hg maoſt 
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moſt precious and ſignificant. In the 


uſual intercourſe of life, commemora- 
tive tokens are both valuable and affe&- 


ing. The token which is given by the 


hand of a friend, is ſacred, and involves 
a moral obligation, either from the form 
or manner of the gift; or from the mea- 
ſure of love and gratitude which we owe 


to the giver. They are uſed alſo to bind: 
us to particular actions. Under all 
theſe conſiderations, the great Token 
given and appointed by our Redeemer 
in an eventful hour, reminding us of a 
boundleſs debt of love and gratitude, and 


obliging us to a mode of life conforma- 


ble to his example, exceeds all others, 
and deſerves. our warmeſt regard. 


As a Pledge alſo, it is given to us in 
hace of God's favour, and as an 
earneſt of it. 


3 to the Jewiſh method of ce- 
W Paſſover, after the Maſter 
of 
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of the houſe had eaten of the bitter herbs, | 
and given to the reſt, he related the hi- 
ſtory of their forefathers” ſufferings; 
after which he diſtributed the unleavened 
cakes, ſaying, „ This is the bread of 
« affliction which our fathers did eat in 
ow * Egypt.” 


1 like manner did Chritt, Aiftributing 
the ſame bread, ſay, This is my body, 
and with the ſame latitude of expreſſion, 
with regard to the elements themſelves, 
which are called his body and blood, 
from their ſignificance and ſymbolic cha- 
rafter, and as they are the means where- 
by the body and blood of Chriſt, the 
true principles of life to us, are indeed 
conveyed to the worthy Partaker. In 
AKri& and literal propriety of ſpeech, the 
bread given to the Jews in the Paſſo- 
ver, could not be the bread of affliction 
eaten in Egypt; nor had they any food 
there ſo named, their general ſufferings 
ng the thing intended, Neither did 

Chriſt 


N''XiI, 
Chrift offer the elements to his diſciples 
as the proper ſubſtance of that body 
which they ſaw before them, and which 
was not then broken; their union there- 


with, by ſpiritual cnnniͤfii,tu, unn 
the thing defigned. - | . 
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In the concluſion of the Jewiſh cele- 
bration of the Paſſover, after the Lamb 
was diſtributed, followed by a cup-of 
wine, firſt ſolemnly bleſſed, they ſang. 
an hymn of praiſe and thankſgiving, 
The hymn which Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
ſang after the inſtitution of the Sacra- 
bh ment, was probably the ſame which the 
88 Jews uſed, the 112 N ou Fa 


In aitofion to _ cup, bleſſed is 

1 50 4 and to the hymn which fol- 
lowed, St. Paul calls the cup in the 
Lord's Supper, “ the Cup of bleſſing;“ 
and the whole office was by the firſt 
. Chriſtians called # che W.. 


Under 


— 


1 
Under the title of the Euchariſt, this 
ſacred inſtitution of the Chriſtian Church 
becomes a ſolemn ſacrifice of praiſe and 
thankſgiving. 


The word Euchariſt implies the action 
of bleffing and thankſgiving, which are 
among the chief ends of aſſembly in the 
Church of Chriſt. Nor can thoſe acts 
of worſhip be celebrated with more fit- 
neſs and propriety, or be animated by 
more prevailing motives than when the 
great ſource of all our hope, the body 


and blood of Chriſt which he aſſumed, 


and in which he wrought our deliver- 
ance, are ſet before us ſo ſignificantly, 
and communicated ſo effectually. 
As the Euchariſt takes place of the 
facrifice of the Temple, it is therefore 
not improperly called the Chriſtian Sa- 
crifice; in which ſenſe it exhibits the 


blood upon which the New Covenant 


was founded, and is a reprefentation of 
* the 


* 


f: 62 } 

he great facrifice and oblation of Chriſt, 
once offered, which, as at all times it is 
the ſole ground of our hopes and peti- 
tions, ſo may it then eſpecially be * 

with the Father. |; 
That ſacrifice which was of infinite 
value to ſatisfy divine juſtice, and to 
procure and produce at once all its ef- 
fects, is not to be done again, as the Ro- 
-miſh Church pretends, againſt the ex- 
preſs words of Scripture, which ſpeaks 
repeatedly of Chriſt's “one oblation of 
« himſelf once for all ;”” and fays, that 
«© where remiſſion of Gas is“ (as ſurely 
there was fully, by Chriſt's expiation 
once made) there remains no more 
« offcring for ſin.” T hat ſacrifice is 
not therefore to be reiterated, as if ſome- 
"thing were wanting to complete or re- 
new its efficacy, but it 1s to be repre- 
ſented from time to time; Chrift having 
promiſed, that whilſt the circumſtances 
of his Paſhon are thus ſet forth, in re- 
: membrance 


18 1 
membrance of him, the bleſſed effect 
of it ſhall be conveyed to his Church 
CONN all ages. 


But although there neither is, nor can 
be any facrifice proper for the purpoſe 
of ſatisfying divine juſtice, and expiating 
ſin, fave that of Chriſt upon the Croſs, 
once offered, and for ever to be comme- 
morated (according to which it is writ- 
ten, „I have trodden the wine preſs 
« alone, and of the people there was 
« none to help)“; yet the ſactifice of 
ourſelves by dedication to God, of our 
alms, prayers, praiſes, and thankſgiving, 
are notwithſtanding demanded of us. 
This ſacrifice, which St. Paul calls “ our 
c reaſonable ſervice,” is indeed general, 
and implies the whole ſervice, which we 
owe to God as Chriſtians : it extends 
therefore to all parts of life; but it is 
eminently proper, when we are called 
together to commemorate the death, and 


celebrate the wove of him who gave him 
ſelf 
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excellent part of them. 
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ſelf ſor us. Nor are the erangnlice} ſa- 
crifices of praiſe and thankſgiving, of 

the body and the ſoul devoted to the ſer- 
vice of God, leſs truly ſacrifices becauſe 
they are ſpiritual, The material ſacri- 
fices of old time were only acceptable, as 
they were accompanied with this ſpirit 
of devotion, which was the beſt and moſt 


The duty of aſſembling and offering 
ourſelves together, leads us further to 
conſider the celebration of Chriſt's ordi- 
nances under its great and characteriſtio 


name of the—Holy Communion; in 


which ſenſe it implies the Communion 
of Chriſt's Members with their Head, 
and with each other. That this Com- 
munion takes place, and is effected, we 
learn from the words of. St. Paul, who 
calls the Chriſtian cup of bleſſing the 
« Communion of the Blood of Chriſt, * 
and the bread which we break, „the 
<. Communion of his body: jn which 
words 


ta 

words he without doubt aſeribes a much 
higher value to this inſtitution, than that 
of only repreſenting the Body and Blood 
of Chriſt, A Communion wich that 
Body and Blood, which accompanies a 
right participation, cannot be an action 
merely repreſentative; nor can it be 
fulfilled in N only, but in ſpirit and 
in truth. 


St. Paul illuſtrates this by a compari» 
fon with the worſhippers under the old 
law, and then with the Gentile worſhipe 
pers: ( Behold,” ſays he, Ifracl after 
< the fleſh, are not they which eat of the 
« ſacrifice, partakers of the altar ?” But 
they who partook of the altar in the Tem- 


ple of the Lord, were ever thought to be 


admitted to God's own board, and to 
be taken into fellowſhip wich him. Thos 
alſo the Apoſtle argues; but 1 ſay, the 
things which the Gentiles ſacrifice, 
they ſacrifice to devils, and not to God: 
and I would not that ye ſhould have 
F fellow 


11 
fellowſhip with devils.” The plain in- 
ference is, that whether we regard the 
compariſon with Jew or Gentile, it is 
not a bare memorial, but a ſpiritual par- 
ticipation and fellowſhip, of which _— 

1. n e | 


There is, therefore, in Chriſt's * 
inſtitution, the repreſentation of his own 
offering, or ſacrifice, from whence the 
Altar of his Church has its name—there 
is alſo the participation of the benefits 
of that ſacrifice once offered, and the 
Communion with him and with each 


other, from whence the Lord's Table is 
denominated. 


The next Title which occurs, is that 
of the Holy Sacrament; which, though it 
be common to both Chriſtian inſtitu- 
tions, yet is it applied more eminently 
to this, which is frequently called, the 
Sacrament, *' 


In 


91 
In its proper ſenſe and acceptation, 
the word Sacrament imports an oath, 
ſuch as ſoldiers were accuſtomed to take 
to their commanders, or ſubjects to their 


prince. That the ſenſe of the primitive 
Church, with regard to the Sacrament, 


was conformable to this, we learn from 


that account which was written by Pliny 


to the Emperor Trajan, of the manner 


of the Chriſtian worſhip, where he ſays, 
«© "That having ſung an hymn to Chriſt, 
„they bound themſelves by a Sacra- 
© ment, or Oath, not to commit evil of 
% any kind;” which is a manifeſt de- 
ſcription of their mode of celebrating 
the holy Sacrament, Under this head, 
we mult confider this ſacred inſtitution 
as it is a moſt fit ſeaſon for the renewal of 
the vow which is pledged firſt in bap- 


tiſm. They who, as children of be- 


lieving parents, are admitted in their in- 
fancy within the pale of Chriſt's Church, 
by coming to this Sacrament, have the 
fitteſt opportunity, after Confirmation, 
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for renewing their Covenant with God, 
by repeating their vows to ſerve him in 
the faith of Chriſt, If they decline this 
open avowal and aſſumption to them- 
ſelves of what has been promiſed for 
them, they forego the whole benefit of 
that engagement, and in effect renounce 
the profeſſion made for them. 


The duty of renewing our religious 
vows and reſolutions, muſt be confidered 
as frequently expedient in the courſe of 
Chriftian ſervice; the covenant of God 
of old time was more than once renewed 


in a ſolemn manner; and the celebra- 


tion of the Sacrament preſents to us a 
ſeaſon eminently proper for that end, 
Gur Lord, when he calls it“ The Cup 
« of the new Teſtament, or Covenant in 
« his Blood,” may be thought to remind 
us of this uſe thereof, But we have to 
confider further upon this head, that the 
Covefant into which we enter with 
God, being a covenant of grace, which 

b ; not 


169 J | 
not only admits the Penitent to favour, 
but furniſhes this privilege, even after 
failure in the terms propoſed, if the re- 
pentance be fincere, the receiving the 
Sacrament of the Body and Blood of 
Chriſt, becomes therefore a folemn and 
fit opportunity for renewing the engage- 
ment of the Goſpel after ſuch repent- 
ance; and the admiſſion to this Sacra- 
ment, by the miniſtry of the Church, 


according to the pawer and diſcretion 
lodged in it by Chrift, becomes the ſeal 


of reconciliation after treſpaſs. 


We have now viewed the two Sacra- 
ments of Chrift's Church in what is com- 
mon to both. We have diſcuſſed alſo 
the ſeveral Titles of the ſecond Sacra- 
ment, as it is called, the Lord's Supper, 
the Euchariſt, the holy Communion, 
and by way of eminence, the Sacra- 
ment, 
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We have alſo regarded it as contain- 
ing a memorial, token, pledge, and ſeal 
of our redemption: we have likewiſe 
Mated in what manner it decomes the 


evangelical Sacrifice. 


\ 


Into ſo large a circle does the conſide- 


Tation of this divine and * anne 
lead us. : 


Let us view it frequently under all its 
characters, let us eftimate its various 
influences, and encourage a right ſenſe 
of its many benefits. 


But more eſpecially, let us keep in 
memory thoſe chief particulars- that 


both Sacraments convey the neceſſary 
graces of pardon, and of ſpiritual ſtrength 


and comfort that the Lord's Supper 
repreſents the death and paſſion of 
Chriſt, and ſupplies to us the benefits of 
that one ſacrifice that it is the memo- 


rial, which we are bound to celebrate, 
of 


1 

of his body broken, and blood ſhed for 
us—that we do verily receive the body 
and blood of Chrift, not by converſion 
of the bread and wine into Chriſt's fleſh 
and blood, but by ſpiritual communica» 
tion; the true participation of the body 
and blood of Chriſt, by vital union and 
real effect, not implying their exiſtence © 
under the elements, but their communi- 
cation by the power of God to the faith- 
ful receiver—that this holy ordinance 
ratifies and fulfils the communion of 
Chriſt's Members with their Head, and 
with each other—that it is the fitteſt 
ſeaſon for renewing our vows toward 
God, for dedicating ourſelves by ſolemn 
reſolutions to his ſervice, and for pre- 
ſenting to him the ſeveral oblationg of 
the Eyangelical Temple, 


F4 


N E TEN C E. 8 
FOR DECLINING 


THE HOLY COMMUNION 


' CONSIDERED. 


Tur uſual excuſes made for not at- 
tending the holy Sacrament, are founded 
either in miſtaken ſcruple, in great folly, 
or in a diſpoſition wholly ſinful. 


The chief and moſt common plea is, 
the danger of receiving it unworthily, 
grounded upon ſome places in St. Paul's 
firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, where it 
18 . that © « Whoſoeyer ſhall eat this 
2 - - 66 bread 
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| ba bread, or drink this cup unworthily, 


ae ſhall be guilty of the body and blood 
« of the Lord.” But this expreſſion, 
with others in the ſame chapter, are uſed 
by the Apoſtle, where he is reproving 
the Corinthians for having taken the 
Sacrament in a diſorderly manner, 
and as a common meal: for he ſays, 
<« In eating, every one taketh before 
ce other his own ſupper, and one is 
e hungry, and another is drunken 3” and 
he adds, Shall I praiſe you in this? 
ce praiſe you not.” And therefore ha- 
ving proved the ſacred nature of the in- 
ſtitution, he goes on to exhort them not 
to receive it ſo careleſsly and unworthi- 


1y, but diligently to try and examine 


themſelves, before they preſumed to eat 
of- that bread, and drink of that cup. 


From which account we learn two things 
very fit to be obſerved; firſt, that the 


unworthy receiving the Sacrament, ſpo- 
ken of and condemned by the Apoſtle in 
that inſtance, where ſuch puniſhment 

was 


1 
was denounced againſt it, was a pro- 
fane and indecent manner of affem- 
bling; and ſecondly, we learn, that we 
ſhould approach it reverently, with dus 
examination of ourſelves. 


| With ee to that irre yerenee and 
profaneneſs objected to the Corinthians, 
the occaſion of it was as follows: In the 
firſt ages, the Chriſtians were aceuſtomed 
to hold a feaſt of Charity at the ſame 
time when the Communion was cele- 
brated. A common entertainment was 
made with the offerings of the rich be- 
fore the adminiſtration of the holy Sa- 
crament. At this meal they fat toge- 
ther as brethren, obſerving.in this pre- 
vious love-feaſt the ſpirit of the Lord, 
who, without diſtinction, gave his body 
and blood for all upon the Croſs, and to 
all in the Sacrament. The poor and 
the rich, therefore, partook - equally to- 
gether. But when abuſes crept in, and 
the rich, who ſent a large portion of the 
oblation, 


1 
oblation, ſat dowa to their plenty, and 
made no difference between this and an 
ordinary meal at home; and when the 
poor, who brought little, were only par- 
takers of that little; from this breach of 
charity, and ſeparation of tables, it 
happened that the rich were luxurious, 
and the poor empty: One was hun- 
« gry, and another was drunken; and 
ſuch abuſes rendered them unfit to par- 
take the Supper of the Lord which fol- 
lowed, Thus their exceſs expoſed them 
to many grievous temporal judgments ; for 
that ſuch was the puniſhment of which 
the Apoſtle ſpake, according to the true 
ſenſe of his words, _ commentators | 
have x ping | 


175 indy theſe abuſes, the love · feaſt 
was aboliſhed in the Church. The par- 
ticular danger, therefore, alluded to by 
the Apoſtle, ceaſed together with it. 


An 


1 
All opportunities of ſuch abuſe is 
taken away by the pious form and order 
now kept in the Church. We have no- 
thing therefore to fear upoa this head. - 


Let us then conſider what that ſtate of 
mind and preparation is, which wall 
make us fit to be partakers of the Sacra- 
ment. To which the anſwer is, the 
ſame frame of mind, and previous diſpo- 
ſition, which are requiſite to every exer- 
cCiſe of religion. It is true that they who 
do not heartily embrace the Chriſtian 
faith, and repent them truly of their fins, 
who are not in charity with all men, nei- 
ther do intend ſincerely to lead an holy 
life, are not fit to communicate; but nei- 
ther are they fit to enter the Church at 
all, or to bear the name of Chriſtians. 


It is of ſignal uſe, and is alſo very ne- 
ceſſary, to prepare the mind, by all de- 
vout means and exerciſes, for this good 

work, 


3 <3 
39% 2+ / — 
* eb 4 A ym" 5 » — 


"7 — 
«a ge © 
"*®.3* 4 


—- — RY 


2 

* 1 =P - 4 

I rr 
5 has MESS 


Lg 
3 * * 3 e 
. 11 


_ 5 
3 
* 


n 3 ad 
PS ; 
K 4 1 9 * * 
5 - 3 
[ i ; ] 


work; and no condition of life is ſo en- 
cumbered, but that ſome time may be 


found for cultivating ſuch a diſpoſition, 
where a true defire is not wanting, But 
to ſet down contented with/a notion that 
we are unfit to approach God in the way 
appointed by him, when we have both 
opportunity and encouragement to qua- 
lify ourſelves, and when it is our preſſing 
duty ſo todo, involves an high degree of 
folly and impiety. 


Let thoſe who profeſs tobe afraid of 
receiving the Sacrament, ſay why they 
are not equally fearful of continuing in 


a ſtate which unfits them to receive the 
grace of God, which therefore diſquali- 


ſies them for every exerciſe of religion, 


and which, by excluding them from the 


Sacrament, may as well exclude them 
from the Church, and from Heayen 
in the time to come. 


Let 


Let them alſo explain why they ad 
to communicate, and yet profeſs no 
dread of living in a conſtant breach of 


Chrift's expreſs commandment, “ This 
c do in remembrance of me.“ | 


It is true, they will avoid the danger” 
of receiving unworthily, by not recei- 
ving at all; but by this means they will 
only ſhun one fault, by committing 
another: they will diſobey Chriſt's pre- 
cept, in order to aveid an improper 
method of compliance, They will ſub- 
mit to live without the proper nouriſh-, 
ment of their ſouls, and the neceſſary 
graces and aſſurances of God's favour, 
1n order to avoid the preſumption of be- 
coming unfit candidates for them, though 
he has graciouſly invited men to apply 
for them, and impoſes none but eaſy 
conditions, in order to their reception. 


The ſame terms which are neceſſary 
to iaivation, are the requiſites to the 
right 
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right participation of the Holy Sacra- 
ment; and if we reject the terms of ſal- 


vation, it is indeed in vain to talk ot 
think about the Sacrament or the Church, 
about prayer or public worſhip, or any 


office of religion. We muſt caſt off 
theſe alſo, or purſue them by the ſame 


methods which will qualify us to receive 
the Sacrament. 


To ſuppoſe, therefore, that we can 
avoid giving offence to God, by abſtain- 


ing from an undue performance of ſome 


duties, whilſt our negle& or omiſſion of 
them becomes -a breach of his com- 


mandment, appears . _ unrea- 


8 


The great and only indiſpenſable re- 
quiſites to our becoming worthy com- 
municants, are, an honeſt heart, ſin- 
cerely willing to forſake fin, and a true 
deſire to ſerve God according to his will 
revealed. All previous excuſes which 

5 may 
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may fall within the compafs of our lei- 
ſure or abilities, are moſt uſeful and ex- 
pedient to à fight receiving of the Sa- 
erament; but God requires no more than 
the circumſtances of particular perſons 
will allow, provided the intention be 
upright. | 


In a word—we cannot expect the 
graces of God's favour and blefling, if 
we will not uſe the means expreſsly ap- 
pointed by him for receiving them ; and 
if we want the ſuccours of his grace, 
and continue deſtitute of his bleſſing, 
we muſt be for ever miſerable, 


The firſt Chriftians communicated 
daily, and thought it the greateſt of all 
calamities to be prevented from par- 
taking in that communion by which 
the pledges of God's favour are received, 
by which the ſoul is nouriſhed to eter- 
nal life; by which our union with God, 
and with each other, as members of one 

G body, 


8 
body, is maintained; by which we 
_ -profeſs ourſelves the children of the 
Goſpel, and become partakers of the 
Bread of Life, and the Cup of Salva- 


DEVOTIONS 
"TO BE USED BEFORE 


RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT. 


5 i HE notice for celebrating the Sa- 
crament being given on the Sunday be- 
fore ſuch ſeaſon of celebration, the fol- 
lowing devotions may be uſed in the 
interval, 


FOR THE MORNING. 
ALMICHTy G OD, unto whom allhearts 


arc open, all defires known, and from 
whom no ſecrets are hid; cleanfe the 


G 2 thoughts 


4 
7 
4 + 
* [4 
— N 
kv 7 
2 
. w 
4% 
EM 
* 
. 
jy 
* 
= 
15 
* = 
Is 
"4 
£44 © 
1 
1 
J 
Ti 
y 
4 
45 
uf 
. 4 
by 
0 
$ 5 
UN, © 
ky 


4nd 


*#%,4 —_— l — 
— XP „ » * 4 » 
2 ͤ —_— < 4 
* 80 * * 4 ro 
- 2 


<5 
ER „ — 
- + hy , 
9 2 WY 
4 = 
-_- . 
— 
— - 
— - 


-. —— —— 
A ſhes | 
= "== S 


_ 4 \ * BY 
_ 2 — — — — — 2 
— — Re 2 iy a 
— 7 X p - = " f.3 
* — — 2 * — — — 2 A 
[ yg 2 0 G 2 2 2 
*. . En A * A X 5 A . L 
. — 0 bi — $5 = * pe ” e q - „* 8 1 
7 - „ f — 2 © MV. 2 5. N : - 4 * N 8 v - 
>» - * ” - wt 9 & . 
— — — - m — — * - - — —— — — — — . _— — P A 
- == — — = * — — <>" 0 "$, . Pi . * - * - * 
— 43 Z—_ —_ = — —— — _— _ ” * — 2. 25 5 TJ _ N * 4 =y p 2 - a > * 2 * 
cos — 4 . 4 — = 3 — : — — — — 2 - — — — . - : 7 
— — — . = — — A 
, 


arne 
— .: „ 5 r — 1 
8 : h b "Af =+& 
— — — a — — 
—— — — 2 Ll, _ — 
— — - 


1 4 ] 
thoughts of my heart by the inſpira- 


tion of thy holy Spirit; that I may per- 


fectly love, thee, and worthily magnify 
thy holy name, through Chriſt our 
Lord, Amen. 15 
Almighty God, heavenly Father, who 
haſt called and invited me to thine holy 
Fable, where. will be adminiſtered the 
moſt comfortable Sacrament of the Body 
and Blood of Chrift, to be received in 
remembrance of his meritorious Croſs 
and Paſſion, whereby alone we obtain 
remiſſion of ſins, and are made partakers 
of the kingdom of heaven ; I yield thee 
moſt humble and hearty thanks, for that 
thou haſt given thy Son our Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, not only to die for us, but 
to be our ſpiritual food and ſuſtenance 
in that holy Sacrament: which being ſo 
divine and comfortable a thing to them 
who receive it worthily, and ſo. dan- 
gerous to them who preſume to. receive 
it unworthily, I moſt humbly beſeech thee 
. | to 


2 1 85 J 

to give me thy grace; that T may truly 
conſider the dignity of that holy myſtery : : 
as alſo that 1 may ſearch and examine 
my own conſcience, and that not lightly, 
aud after the manner of diſſemblers with 
thee, O God; but ſo that I may come 
holy and clean to ſuch an heavenly feaſt, 

in the marriage garment required by. thy 
bleſſed Son in holy Scripture, and be re- 
ceived as a worthy partaker of that holy: 
Fable. Grant this, O merciful Lord, 
for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, our only Media- 
tor and Advocates Amen. | | 


O moſt mighty God in merciful Fa- 
ther, who haſt compaſſion upon all men, 
and hateſt nothing that thou haſt made, 
who wouldeſt not the death of a finner, 
but rather chat he ſhould return from his 
ſin, and be ſaved; mercifully forgive mme 
my treſpaſſes: thy property is always to 
have mercy, and to thee only it belong 
eth to forgive ſins: ſpare me therefore, 
good Lord, ſpare me, and ſo make haſte 
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to help me in this world, that I may ever 
live with thee in the world to come, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


| Our Father, which art in heaven, hal- 

lowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done in earth, as it is in hea- 
ven: give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our treſpaſſes, as we for- 
give them that treſpaſs againſt us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil: for thine is the Kingdom, 
and the power, and the lor, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 


7 
* * 


Make me a clean heart, O God; and 


renew a right ſpirit within me. 


Caft me not away from thy preſence ; 
and take notthy holy-ſpirit from me. 


— 


— 


Thou 


(i 1 

R Thou ſhalt open my lips, O Lord; 4 
and my mouth {hall _ Sur thy 
praiſe, 


* 


Glory be to the Father, and to the 
Son, and to the Holy Ghoſt: as it 

was in the beginning, is now, aud 
ever ſhall be, world without end. 


0 Almighty Lord, and everlaſting 
God, vouchſzfe, I beſeech thee, to di- 
rect, ſanctify, and govern both my heart 
and body in the way of thy laws, and in 
the work of thy commandments; that, 
through thy moſt mighty protection both 
here and ever, I may be preſerved in 
body and ſoul, through our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


Help- me, O Lord, to draw nigh. to 
- thee, at thy holy Table, and with an 
bs! G4 hu ubte 
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humble heart and lively zeal to receive 
the pledges of thy love, to the Increaſe 
of Faith, Hope, and Charity, through 
TO Chriſt our Saviour. Ae. 


? Ts 


Glory * n Lord, for * re- 
demption of the world by the death and 
paſſion of our Saviour Chriſt, both God 
and Man; who did humble himſelf, even 
to the death upon the Croſs, ſor us, mi- 
ſerable ſinners, who lay in darkneſs and 
in the ſhadow of death; that he might 
make us the children of God, and exalt 
us to everlaſting life. - Glory be to thee, 


O merciful Saviour, who didſt endure 


ſuch bitter things for our ſakes; and to 
the end that we ſhould always remember 


thy exceeding great love, and. the innu- 
merable benefits which, by thy precious 


blood-ſhedding, thou haſt obtained to us, 
haſt inſtituted and ordained” holy my ſ- 
teries as pledges of thy love, and for a 
contifival remembrance of thy death, to 
our OF and endleſs comfort—to thee. 
I there- 


« E 


therefore, O bleſſed Jeſus, with the Fa- 
ther, and the Holy Ghoſt, be all glory 
and honour, world without end. Amen. 


Tg grace. of qur Lord, Jeſus Chriſt, 
and, the lava of God, and the fellowſhip 
of, the, Holy Ghoſt, be with me. ever- 


more. Amen. 


Pe " 


FOR THE EVENING. 


ENTER not unto judgment with we 
ſervant, O Lord; for in thy fight _—_ 
no man dig eh be 1 rcugg 


o God, 1 repent me truly of all oe 
fins; I come to thee, I defire thee, 1 
truſt in thy mercy, I have a lively faith 
in my Saviour's merits and interceſſion; 


for his ſake hear me, gn” me, receive 
me, bleſs me. 


Our Father, which art in heaven, 


ien be thy name; thy kingdoms 
. come; 
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L 90 T 
come; thy will be done in earth, as it 
is in n give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our treſpaſſes, as 
we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but de- 
liver us from evil; for thine is the king- 
dom, and the power, and the Slory, for 8 


ever and ever. Amen. 


Almighty God, who haſt given thine 
only Son to be unto us both a ſacrifice 
for fin, and alſo an example of godly 
life ; give me grace that I may always, 
and at this time eſpecially, be duly-pre- 
pared to receive that his ineſtimable be- 
nefit; and may alſo daily endeavour to 
follow the bleſſed ſteps. of his moſt holy 
life, through the ſame Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Amen. 


Lord, who ſhalldwell in thy Tabernacle? 
and who ſhall reſt upon thy holy hill ? 


Even 


1 


F 
Even he that leadeth an uncorrupt 
life, and doeth the thing which is right, 
and ſpeaketh the truth from his heart. 


"Se that hath cub. no. dt inches 
tongue, nor done evil to his neighbour: 8 
and hath not ſlandered him. 


„Beide en nel 1) Bie dg b is: 
lowly in his own eyes; and maketh 
much of them that fear the Lord. 


He that ſweareth unto his neighbour, 
and diſappointeth him not, e it 
were to his own hindrance. 92 


\ 


; Whos: e theſe things ſhall never 
| al Es 


Glory be to che Father, ah to the 

Son, and to the Holy Ghoſt: as- 

it was in the beginning, is now, 

and ever ſhall be, world without 
52,3 A 

Wha 5 | | Hear 
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Hear me, O mereiful Father, 1 be- 
ſeech thee, who do not preſume to go to 
thy table, truſting in my own righteouſ- 
neſs, but in thy manifold and great 
mercy. I am not worthy ſo much as to 
gather up the crumbs under thy table: 
but thou art the ſame Lord, whoſe pro- 
perty is always to have mercy: grant 
me, therefore, gracious Lord, fo to eat 
the fleſh of thy dear Son jeſus Chriſt, 
and to drink his blood; that my finfuk: 
body may be made clean by his body, 
and my ſoul waſhed through his moſt 
precious blood, and that I may ever- 
more dwell in him; and he in me. Amen. 


Almighty God, give me grace, that 
I may caſt away the works of darkneſs, 
and put upon me the armour of light, 
now in the time of this mortal life, in 


viſit us in great humility; that in the 
laſt day, when he ſhall come again in 
his {ent majeſty, to judge both the 

4 quick 


1 
quick and dead, I may riſe to the life 
immortal, through him who liveth and 
reigneth with Thee and the Holy Oe, 
now and ever. Amen. 


O God, whoſe bleſſed Son was mani- 
feſted, that he might deſtroy the works 
of the devil, and make us the children of 
God, and heirs of eternal life, grant, E 
beſeech thee, that having this hope, I 
may purify myſelf, even as he is pure; 
that when he ſhall appear again with 
power and great glory, I may be made 
like unto him in his eternal and glorious 
kingdom; where with Thee, O Father, 
and Thee, O Holy Ghoſt, he liveth and 


reigneth, ever one God, world without | 
end. Amen. 


O God, the ſtrength of all them that 
put their truſt in thee, mercifully ac- 
cept my prayers; and becauſe through 
the weakneſs. of my mortal nature I can 
do no good thing without. thee, grant 
me 
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11 
me thie help of thy grace, that in keeping | 
thy commandments I may pleaſe thee, 


both in will and deed, through - Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


* What ſhall I render unto the Lord for 
all his benefits toward me? I will receive 
the Cup of Salvation, and call upon the 
mame of the Lord. Thou deſiteſt no 
ſacrifice, elſe I would give it thee; but 
thou delighteſt not in burnt offerings: 
but unto thee, O Lord, dol preſent my- 
Telf, my ſoul, and body, according to 
that reaſonable ſervice which thou re- 
quireft ; humbly beſeeching thee, that, 
by partaking thy holy communion, I 
may enjoy the fulneſs of thy grace and 
heavenly benediftion. And, although 
I be unworthy, through my manifold 


ns, to offer unto thee any ſacrifice, yet 
.Ftb:ſeech thee to accept my bountea 


duty and fervice, not weighing my me- 
rits, but pardoning ny offences, through 
. Chriſt our 3 by whom, and 
with 


* 


with whom, in the unity of the ſame 
Spirit, all honour and glory be unto 


thee, O Father Almighty, world with- 
out end. Amen. 


Ar THE ALTAR, BEFORE . RECEIVING, 
| MAY BE sam, 


1 


Lord; 1 am ſtedfaſtly 3 to keep 
thy ſtatutes and thy judgments; hold 
thou up my footſteps, that i flip not, 


IMMEDIATELY AFTER RECEIVING, MAY 
| | BE SAID, 


Fulfil, O Lord, thy truth and thy 
goodneſs unto thy ſervant, for Chriſt's 
Take, 


po RETURNING HOME, THE vor- 
LOWING PEVOTIONS MAY BE USED, 


Almighty and everliving God, I 
yield thee moſt hearty thanks, ſor that 
thou 
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VN 1 me with 


AH eee of the moſt precious 


body and blood of thy Son our Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt; and haſt thereby affured 


eel me of thy Ned and goodneſs toward 
mez and that I am indeed a member in- 
+! , corporate. in the myſtical body of thy, 
Son, which is the blefſed company of 
dn Fatthfat people; and that I ſhall alfo 
1 ee ce thine ererlaſting 


ps .c10us death and paſſion. of thy dear iS 
ni And T mot humbly beſeech thee, O 
+ heavenly Father, fo to aſſiſt me with thy 
grace, that I may continue in that holy 
3 fellomſbip, and do all ſueh good works 
2s thou haſt prepared for us to walk i 4 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord ; 
whom, with thee and the Holy. Ghoſt. 
be all honour and glory, world without 
; "end, Amen. fe ae 


# _ 


. 


Os be joyful. in the Lads alt: ye 8 3 
3 the Lord with gladneſs, and praiſe 


For 


7 1 


For che Lord i is gracious, his merey 
is cyerlaſting, and his truth endureth 
from e to n. 8 8 

 Blefing and glory, and honour and 
power, be aſcribed to the LON, 1 00 
and for ever. Amen. 


O God, the protector of an chat il 
in thee, without whom nothing is ſtrong, 
nothing is holy, increaſe and multiply 
upor me thy mercy, that Thou being 
my ruler and guide, I may ſopaſs through 
things temporal, that I finally loſe not 
the things eternal : grant this, O hea- 
venly Father, for Jeſus Chriſt's fake, 
cur ang Amen. | 


Lord of all power and might, who art 
the Author and Giver of all good things, 
graft in my heart the love of thy name, 
increaſe in me true religion, nouriſh me 
withall goodneſs, and, of thy great mercy, 
keep me in the ſame; that I, who can- 
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not do any thing that- is good without 
thee, may, by thee, be enabled to live 


according to thy will, through Jeſus 
Chrift our Lord. Amen. 


. God, Father of 5 merciey, 
I, thine unworthy ſervant, do give thee 
moſt humble and hearty thanks for all 


thy goodneſs and loving kindneſs to me, 


and to all mankind, I bleſs thee for my 


2 creation, preſervation, and all the bleſ- 
fings of this life, but, above all, for 


thine ineſtimable love in the redemption 
of the world by our Lords Jeſus Chriſt; 

for the means of grace (thoſe more eſpe- 
cially this day participated), and for-the 
hope of glory: and I beſcech thee, give 


me that due ſenſe of all thy mercies, 


that my beart may be unfeignedly thank- 
ful, and that Lmay ſhow forth thy praiſe 


not only with my lips, but in my life, 


by giving up myſelf to chy ſervice, and 


f Ko Yung before thee in holineſs and 


righte- 
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righteouſneſs all my days, through Jeſus _ 
- Chriſt our Lord, to whom, with thee,” | 
and the Holy Ghoſt, be all honour and 
-glory, world witho 5 
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